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The Man I Killed & Ambush
Introduction
The story begins by Obrien standing in front of a man in My Khe, the guy he just murdered. He also repeats the details of the guy, again and again. The possible characteristics and physical attributes of the man killed. He can't imagine the wound he has inflicted on the man he just killed. He says that the man’s eye was shut and looked like a star-shaped hole (O’Brien, 118). According to his imagination, the man’s parents were farmers, and he was not a fighter I had hope that someday the Americans would live their country. 
From the poem, the tragedy of war can be expressed as much as through the gravely wounded and those killed in the poem. For instance, in the poem, a man is killed by a soldier because they are fighting in the war but on opposite fronts. The speaker who, in this case, is the killer fails to justify his deeds; instead, he states that the man he killed was his enemy. Killing the innocent man leaves the soldier troubled by weird thoughts and feelings. These thoughts haunted for quite an extended period. He could not imagine killing a man who was fighting to protect his nation. In the same way, the deceased also go through a lot of pain as the tragedy faces them. 
In Ambush, the speaker still suffers from obsessive writing even after twenty years since he killed someone in the war. When O'Brien was asked by his daughter Kathleen if he has ever killed anyone before, but he vehemently denied committing murder. However, he pretends that Kathleen is a grown-up, and he should be ready to tell her the truth of the war that occurred twenty years back (O’Brien, 125). This is clear evidence of how veterans of war are left with scars of that is difficult to heal; in this case, the writer is still tormented by the thoughts of murder.
 It is also clear from the story that veterans of war go through a great deal of psychological trauma. The veterans of war are mostly haunted by the thought of murder and tend to live regretting their actions. The speaker confesses, killing the man, he even imagined that they could have had a good time together had they met in a hotel. He can't stop believing, staring at each other before he opened fire. He is also unable to confess to his daughter about the war tragedy. He decided not to tell the truth to the daughter. 
Guilt has become part of O'Brien in Ambush. He can help stop thinking and erasing the memories of murder from his mind, something he still has not gotten over with is how it happens. Despite his contention that the man would have died anyway, he still sees the man in his dreams. He vision an image of a young man in the mist coming to him sometimes when he is sitting alone or reading a newspaper. All these are imaginations that he can help living with for the rest of his life. He might have fought for his country, but he cannot resist the thought that keeps haunting him. 



There is also the use of a literary technique of imagery that adds to the effects of the excerpt by the author. For instance, in the first excerpt, the speaker recalls an incident where he killed a man in a war using a gun. He tries to imagine the two of them meeting in a pub and maybe he would not have killed him. Ironically, he still lacks a proper reason for killing the man.
In conclusion, the speaker gives a message of imagery as an ironic one. The death tragedy in beauty is contrasted. However, life has to go on despite the awful tragedy, as indicated by the presence of blue flowers and butterflies.
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